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Welcome to
outing!

Your child is now one of a family of 28 million
young people in 216 countries and territories
who join in the fun of Scouting every week,

The experiences your son or daughter has as a
Scout are likely to stay with them for the rest
of their lives. This guide aims to give you a
better understanding of The Scout Association,
how Scouting is likely to benefit your child and
how any help you can give will really make a
difference.

The Sections

Scouting is open to all young people aged 6 to
25 of every faith, ability and background. There
are five Sections:
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A Scout Group is normally made up of a Beaver
Colany, Cub Pack and Scout Troop.
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448 YEARS 18-25 YEARS
The Explorer Unit and Scout Network are based in
the District or County

The generic term for Members from all of
these Sections is ‘Scouts’.

The Scost Movemsent was founded by Lord Robert
Baden-Foweil In 1907 he held an expenmental camp
on Brownsea kland, Dorset where he took 20 boys
from both public schook and working class homes
camping under his lsadership

The following year, Scouting for Boys was published
and boys, inspired by Baden-Powell’s ideas, soon
formed themseives into Scout Patrods, in September
1908, Baden-Powell set up an office to deal with the
enquiries pouring in about the Movemant,

Today, Scouting is a global, educational youth
Movement. In the UK, The Scout Association provides
adventurous activities and personal development
opportunities for 400,000 young people. Over the
decades The Scout Association has evolved to keep
up with the times, welcoming girls in all Sections and
intreducing new badges such as |T, Public Relations
and even Street Sports!

The Programme

Whilst the activities they take part in will depend

on their age, each Section gives young pecple the
opportunity to learn by doing. The main programme
areas are; Qutdoor and Adventure, Global,
Community, Fit for Life, Creative and Bellefs and
Attitudes, Adult Leaders are trained to deliver this
programme, ensuring our young people stay safe
while they enjoy themselves and learn.

The adventure of a lifetime

Scouting is all about adventure - at all levels and

in many forms: Rather than just extreme sports, it
encompasses the many ways that Scouting challenges
and stretches the fives of young people. To a Beaver
Scout, waking up the morning after his or her first
right away from home is as much an adventure as a
member of the Scout Network hang-gliding or scuba
drang its all poschis an Soouting.



Getting more
involved

Lots of parents choose to get invalved with their child's

Scout Group. Parents tell us that they mostly have a positive
experience and feel they are contributing to young people's
development

Te give somet
community:

your child

You'll get out more
than you put in

Volunteering in Scouting is fun and rewarding
You will have the chance to leam new siills,
rediscover adventure, make new friends, spend
more time with your Cheld and geee soemeinsrg
back to your community

I enjoy Scouting as a compiete break fram my demanding job
being a Cub Leader forces me fo balance my life in ways which
would probably otherwise get squeered out by work,’

Now that you know more about

Scouting, do you think you may be
an . able to help more young people
Yo sphnd moms v realise their potential:

‘Working with and for young people s great,
Watching them grow in confidence, learning new
and valuable life skills which hold them in good
stead (n adult iife, and knowing rthat the littie you
have done in helping this process work, gives you
satisfaction which mopey can’t buy”

Seowting is FUNT | fove camping, outdoor activities
and doing silly stuff other adults never get a
chance to do.”
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Scouting -
great for all
the family

arents value what Scouting does for thelr

ren. In an independent survey of over 2,000
parents of Scouts, 9 out of 10 sald Scouting 15
y thwhile {7 in 10 very worthwhile) and 9 in
10 said their children find Scouting enjoyable (6
n 10 very enjoyable). Parents say Scouting gives
their children more confidence, responsibility, &
broader sat of friends, a chance to pursue things
they might not get to do otherwise, adventure
and an extended familby.

As your child progresses through Scouting, you should
hopefully be able to recognise the positive impact Many parents feel that their child attending
Scouting has on them and be able to relate to the Scouts gives them another reason to be

proud of their achievements. One parent said:
‘| don't normally et Thomas carry dinner
plates thraugh - he can be clumsy! But when
he cooked me a meal from scratch after going
to Scout camp, | was so proud.”

following quotes from parents:

Most parents agree that Scouting makes family life
sasier - and that they had 'nicer children to live with!’




Adult leaders

- the myth-busting truth!

The many benefits that 3couting offers your child are mostly down to
the time and commitment given by our adult Leaders. How much do you
know about the people who look after your child every week? You may
not be aware of the following facts:

MNone of our Leaders are paid — they are all volunteers.

The majority of our Leaders have full time jobs and a family

A4% of our Leaders are female.

Leaders get involved because they want to have fun and make new
friends themseives.

Leaders don't have to be superherces’ who know everything.
They are given training on the job and learn new skills as thay

ge aleng. The ane thing that unites our Leaders is the energy
and enthusiasm they have for giving young people the adventure
of Scouting.

Whilst all our voluntesrs are passionate about what thay do, many
help out on a flexible basis due to other commitments, Some

may help out once a week or fortnight whereas others help once a
term or at summer camp.

27% of volunteers help out in Scouting as they are a parent of a
current Member. Many were not Scouts when they were young but
have learnt new skills and made new friends through Scouting,

Mot all volunteers have to wear uniform,

Many of our adult volunteers say they are more confident in their
everyday lives as a result of their invelvement with Scouting

Mot all adults who volunteer for Scouting work directly with young
people. There are a variety of other jobs that need to be done
such as gardening and general DIY, organising events, doing the
accounts and writing press releases. This means that adult Leaders
who do work directly with young people do not have to spend all
their time doing paperwork.

All our Leaders are covered by a comprehensive insurance policy
while taking part in Scouting.

* New Leaders in Scouting go through a criminal records check
to ensure they are fit to work with young people. .
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micad one from www.scol
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‘As an actor and

a father of four |
lead a busy life but
volunteering my time
as Chief Scout has
been very rewarding.
I have met so many interesting
people, learnt many new skills
and had lots of fun at the same
time.’

A place for parents online
Please take a look at
www.scouts. org. uk/parents.
The webpages will give you
mare information about
Scouting in general such as the
A-Z of Scouting terms. Here
you will learn what an Akela
is, where the badges go, what
woggles are for and why Scouts
shake hands with their left
rather than their right hand!

Peter Duncan, Chief Scout
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A well as this you can read
our FAQs on becoming a
volunteer, inspiring case studies
from Leaders, browse the
Scout Shops website where
yau can buy uniform and
other Scouting products and
subscribe to @ monthly e-news
letter for parents. This will
give you updates on events
and our affinity products as
well as special offers from our
corporate partners.

All the goodness of milk and
Omega 3 every

OM. @UL 3 a healthy start for a Scout's day
o .
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